
POPULAR (»r.SKRVATIOXS.
NOI A WEW [TUVILEGE IN PER5IA.

A\ ERROR ODItRECTED BT EX-M1KWTEB MBf-
JAU.'N".

r a tba E a 1t o r a t T b e T r 1 b a a e.

elr: Theie mtul be -'"' ".'''"' *'¦¦ ,he ******** *

tbo telofram vlrel t" ¦..

n',nouneinK Hut bt Ihe Intcrventlon ol lhe p
initedKtate- Mlnl Um 1"" ! -

N\lthUf-idi bm red ". Amci

.mqulre rcal «*Uilc li Pei ** " The lamoni tn
Tnrbumantr: en Ku»fia nnd I'ersla.
1WM. prov.,1.-- tliat ".'t I :' *** *

fcaUecu li I'.-r-1.1 ' rci-t. Int al-o

cliB'-e. dw.: ' '

abe for t.. .-.' -' ¦**-¦ '¦"

tbi Ifetfan Ooveri meol iiiall not tn
tta said
Oit Hr . ¦.

I'Affairr- ****** '"

;>loye or <li m I I
i«oa»e .., llv CNl'1,:t'
Novr. urnlei i'- -i" i ' *.'.''>.' ''¦>*"-* '*'¦¦ ''"*

treatr between tbe vatrt Bl il - aud Peri
'

,. :;;... yed i!'" BBBM pflvltogea, an-l

p.-utcdly ],.ir-!:«-<¦
ilnlv ,,f Uw ' '"" f !' ,!!C

NtafMJ b of tha I l Proteetant eharch ere led ln

tbal eoai Iry and ei led laad owned by A

eitizo-,-. v.:.,. !¦; n tbal id beea able to bulM
bal ' '

t-, pr lhem la tbe anli vnip ed
led I,',;- nv. Oae of tt

rc'iuir,'.- my atlenl m arrlvl | ii Pehernn-lm-

portan! for lle reanl! wm the cn-- -I Kagartwk 4* es.

Baasett, .;; ii plece f land owned bj an Ameriran,
i .-,..¦ j a l
lor saeei ffore onr U llshed.
Not | li-:-- r« ol bb -i-i'-- tbi Bustlan Mtalater for
a laag Ume lm ited tbal Um :;-.,.<.* ol loternuilonal
ia-,.1 Bboald be Igw red. aad tbat the titl
i.v rederenre t Buutaa \.bb fciws eoae

roaity lasteaa of y ,!,- lawa Ihe
had lav. \f'3 !: .:¦: Uie l'.,u-t.-'- ol soch .'

ii-c I-.- -:.'i belng ample, '¦ have

prrxliicd eonfaalon, whleb wa* perhnpi whal he de
<lred. Ittmiieei on ar part BO*ed ¦'¦<'¦

vl Id. and the «.... wa- d.-, .I.d In luvor ol
can etolmani. An app' le l.y Ui.-Kui ni*

t-r froa Uie dei nn ol ;' e >url held nt tbe I n

btate* Legatlon to n n.lx d cn ompos d ol
aentutlv, Irom itee i.Uk r le rutloi
clslon nf tli» prior court,
precedcnl reuardl ,g (hc tenure ol reai tai
EtffKn. IneKdln, Amerteaa*. in £.}£NJAJIIN

Kew-i;r1glito".. X. Y.. Jaa. -'-¦ I ."-.

TIIR PEATI1 OP THE SAILOB ALMSBLAD.
To t li c r.<i Itoi " t x h -. T r tbane .

sir: aii «.).,> read tik- Mbeni ** report of "Ih*' rr*

fttafatrteh'i -'¦ Mi ¦* tnotm nt to tbe 8w<
Alin-l,L,.i oa Thnraday wlB tlwa k Tbe Tl e, bnl

,!-],;,:-,¦ tbe :- t at we have I tn
m Chaaber st tbal vu-..\a aend «a1 n an

clim-ge ol so Igaomnl ot tmtal * *.¦ ', and
liantiv Bay throagh anpeHnteiK t to a repreeenta-
t.v- ..f the pablc preaa lhal ":" '"'

ni:«ie -a- fbi aa i tai i cenied." Thla **D

RtBpatrtcK wai caBed three Um n Ume told
Ike pettea oflieen thal Ibe eaUoi wa« dranfc bul nol
lmit. :,'.,i tbey, li allowed blm t

taaaa* la a II all n t, » » ¦' fraetnred rtull from
which dcatk .¦'".-!. Ii '-t "Do
crltiilnnl wltbal The lli mki .'

mnoofiailth. ,.f i: .;-.- !.¦
rmii-t " It I- nn outiiice tluil nnv lor r-fii.i i-

iiilmlt Mm to i. bospltal. A man
I, BhVKlcB tO?.' H t 1 .- P"»
btk! at onoe ;-;- him t t lm [. t;.l.
p«*l nnni.- of onr *
with money t stlui M
ontnure and l.;,:i-i.'- n- w-pnw h ..;- n u- may
Inv -I..'.-,;.-1 :. '¦ '-r-'l 1.1
|.» bia f. Qoa nntri -¦ '! ,!" * **< '-¦ *.
v Hew.-York, Jan. S5,

I)EFENf)INO IHE DOUBLB POflWBSIVB.
r t li o Bdltoi "t The Trlbaae.

Hr: I vpi:ttirc to BBBWet :¦ '' '

¦Qaara^" remowlrat » .,. t wbal he talh
taa ta tbe aae of ibe double poaeeeriTe. In The

rribime of tiie l.-tii he aomplaliM ln part tbaa: "Why
th* double poaaeaatre In

. . Por mdents
l.ave re .-¦.',.., l* ... llll1
ihe la-t Osacreaa'; aad, had be be l to tbal
MghoAce, B*t wmki ****** bava bad ieea
tion raMap oi Bfttmrn MBBa't m tba i-:¦ * DBigreaa.
ll tM- l> Un eonael aa .-. Ihen ir' di eonfMin to )t

arri nt leatl be oooaWeB*; bb, I * l| lanco, Ibe v.

l,t.«t: >.i, ,.f llaiN-ioTr.1, ot of Jelfci
Wm**mtp0n**\ ee of Rrederleh Ibe Oreafa; tbe Ui
Qaeca Blrabatb'r etc." n.- qaerj .¦>'¦"- ta
eany it* o\*n aaawer. ta ipeahlag of a thing «

ls one of a number poflaeawd, the double pos e Ive K
pt .|--r'.y wserl, Ve " Od" <l'". Otii K that tt I i

vh/i'ic nan bet '.'

i-i«-.ikcr Beed made * reral
h ..- ) . ;. -'.., n of aa "one of Speaker lleed'a

ralbip." or "a niUng ol »peakei ;-.:'.
li jtun t..»- I nt one U ml .--.: -,i ..:

l'.:i.-- .¦:".'..-
tVBahlngton'c i¦¦¦ t-. ti ithlns
bul w whll ..¦

ton. Hace H<ir-i-*,:i ii.,- ihu. I
Admir.'--. ......'
Harrl-.,:.: bnt, f
or more ail'litl .n;U tecm IMa ]
Iniowii ..- one .'. Harrtaon'c tenns, : Hai
riaea'B. R. M. WESTOX.

lirooklyn. Jan. '20, lf02

THE \VF.-TMl.N>Tr.R COXFESSION AS A CLASSIC
To t !i '¦ Ed t ¦, r Ol T li «. 'li.i ', '. -

Sir: I- It uot a 1 bave bo m u
our lTcs!,vter.'.ri preaMenti, pi ifeason and do
divinity troabUng q«
r-visi-.n, wbea .'.- i. nattar of taet i I ¦¦ ,

thousand ol Ihe nemben f i!,«- ch
of thoir Bnfen wbal li In or aot In tbe <

Ealth. No lav member ii imd -r «ny obUgal
Mleva in lt exeept poehap«, aa r .,--nt ,i

oue. Thay leM ,ra il evei hear II all ¦.¦ t->. mueh le -

preaeh,-d a; o^t ln tbe polpit Fbe Id< ra aud dei oi

m a peneral tb ng lo ..
. lo li

a.s a temaUty ai i ilmplj nod elr ).-,'i- al
ordliiatton wben lhe qui m l pni to tbem, 1-'. you
acccpt Iti While bundreda of ti:- mlnlstei
aelvcn mahe Ihelr more 1 irmal adheslon t" lt .¦¦

in*nr ¦aala] f- -ivati,,!!-. «- to mahe Ua '.:¦
iiliuott a f.i'i-c. Tl." Wc-tmiaater OonfeBalon oagh!
alivjj-j toi,- t.-!ii :r. greal raeerei re bi the i-r-- ,\t-1 in

Chnreli not onlj'. b«1 by t',e dvll and rell|
*. a wi>rli ol n irvell i- ablllty and loglcal consl
and oae t-s* haa bad wonderfol Intlaance ln thi
I^yilieU at a ordlag to Ihe UghU ol r

t.-:.t'irv, || i- pi bly an nnequaUed hnmaa pa
Auction. naattampt larevlae It oraltei lt, ll
aaght not i be thought of. A* weU attempl I

lea onr EnglMi Blble or Um Hebrea
on aceaaal ol *jhy. torlcal en ¦:- oi

, .-.).- of ti-:ui-( r.i->-i -.. il the eommlttee wlll ti
,,!d »-x ,!'.!. r'B :-'.- .re. th
lo oveii ;-- .'.«.-¦¦¦.. :¦'. V«-«'mbIy to put a top to all
.... r \ mn I u< .¦-¦¦ « "l tl I

:,i..-.i.-..i i- ml autl
u.aKi.1..' ol ,. ii"- ".":- ;:. '-'
..... ,. -,--i- i ', li all -\.:'..' il ilc
,.;., ¦¦¦: ii tl rt ¦. lo tin
"Form of (hivernment- all tl at :,;.. .- -...¦ -..- it...

and iili- Presbyler an »m. A, .'.-IAM i.l-.Alii.i..
»w Vork, J --. ' 90.

THAK0 YEtiV THU PBACT1CAL AII) 60C1BTY.
1 . t l. e I"- 'iitor Ol T li '. T !' i: n ,-.

*ir: I'l'-a B :i«,'i-i f taha troa he New Ywh Prae-
tu-ai AM Bodety lor lh. .¦."'** dnmna ln
bt-lrY.l >t -." '.'- :''''" '. ->,v' * *'.'¦

-i froa li. A. B. i" .. A. D B.
.«"..', i-ii aad 93 pledgat, wMch romptetes Ui
a<*tot tyr Ofl Mt I .*¦* -'-etit. TlB
d,«i .:¦- t'av .nr 1,,,1-tf I'",'' f tlwee wlio
*********< \%BkU. WHI.ll.T, M. D.

New-Y'ork. .lin. 22. l.-'J-.

fOCB FOIXTB ABOUT TT-ti ITALI V-nti:v"il 0FE9 I.
T o tbe E d 11 (i r of T li c Tribune.

vj-p: i wrlta, aaUng yot ln jronr cam wordi '..* n

these tasMl oaaa, lo bHi i ¦-*." :* r,"'v "{

the scrlous taalta "l the pretenl i Qorm*a
opera nt t'i" Mdr r,'.ii':'"r

i. why d-> Umj eall U ltallan -., <x FVeaeb opera,
aince IW Hi* Iwenty nln? ;, if-iin 1:1,«- 10 I
nounre<l ir glvea (all BU
nlshi-. ta ettta, tbre ei doaWe bl
have been bv Qcrbbb eoBip Meyerbeer,
three ».li."k. 9wo WhfBer, t«" BeetboveB, twa MOIart,
.no trnfAmt) .-iL-il-t Bfteaa l.y i'r,-r. ii and Italla
Venil. four Ooaaed, tbre* m.i--,-..... a -

anly iivc al the leading Ingen (twa Bavoglle, Maglnl
Co'etti. Berbollnl and Bcalchl) ure Itallani bi

Frei ch (Laaalle), while the llve Itallani eoa)blned have
confribtited i. t-, the inece i (?) of tbe open
Uie threo Oermana, Lehmano, Kallacb a <l Y"*m-

niei*.ter, nnd aince of the Iwo ooodw lon Iha Ibbb Ind li
S OBfBMMl I

2. U lt not i'-'iii-'!i o'i tl:,.'-" QCTBHIBS to put tlicir

operas Into alien lor.gucs atid very a.'k-n mothodl
3. of courae it ls not ri>m;ii on Meyerbeer;

eould iw too roui-'li on blm. But wbji haa Mr. Oi
(we nnder-tnnd Mr. Abbey i- on ilie road) j:iv,-ii us Ihla
rwnegade (.erman. with elTCBI ntt.K linn-nt icl'-pliants ln
" L'Afrlcaine," etc), ai tlie mam repraaeatattve ol tiie

Itallan-Frencb t-ctiooll He aurely eould have done

Bothlaf to make people reallze better what a true

btI Wngner waa He fi eiveo the vr_a- nlghl m_
. lonr Meyei U oul ol .-i po. Ible seven.

4. Dothe lay perpetna
.. :.. a 1-..1 to the te* really ..-. d und

'... A'hj il 't .. bra i band play lt
IVi r tlie Mill been reduced to aboul twei iy

I:-. tlie by, the pi pe< ia iai ouni ed 'i

-'xj bnnd thirty t*" III .

fagnei Imvicg
to vleld pla .¦ f *""' b ".

undoral g s-liip. and ] il: rea,
ii ;,-(., ironati .- lhan lh >y >i

R. 11.
Nea --'. ''¦'-¦

POR *i SOLOIEK- HOME l_ TENX_*_-_**.
T.i :, .- Bd 11 ¦- r ¦. f T he rrll

thal :' - llon. A. A. 1 -; er of
;-... gn .:. '¦ Dlttlli t of Teni bn« rr,

igrt p mh in Oongreaa looUng lo the e tabllsh-
,_,..,.t ..* _ome al UraenevUle, Tenn. Whal

,_ rli ..¦- v.'r. re, ln all lhe _nlted
-tatee, r.i'i one be eraetai wi'h mora dellghtfnl rar-

III are mid one be eee. te<i aroand which
wooM rluater more tacred und blalortc memorlea!
Ooe« not ] - . ,!:." mt *'

,,. ..,1 ... ...-;.¦-. i¦<¦ her undyli e devotlon ln tl"- L'nlon
Iha Poatfc be rm. n d y Ihe ree

H .,, ,,; ne ol II ¦>. greal Natlonal benovol. nl Inatttu-
Uona within ber llmll Oreene County «i.s tr..- very
entre of I'nl nl m In r.. i- igaee. H re Andrew

;i- tiu ., ,.:,,,' devotlon
rountry'* (ln. ir- any man who llved north or _>nth

* Maaon d Dlxon llne. H. re, on an eml i

overlooklng one ol Ihe moal beantlful towna ln Iha
South, ule.'ps the greal eommoner, wrapped, by Ma

.;*,.- t. 1*1 i.t- conntry'*. flag. Here llved Jndge
and Oeneral Thomaa i>. Araold, name

uintrj'- ani ala, wbo, ill." John-
on, never for one monteol wavewd ln tbelr devotlon

l'nlon rtn-o. II. re .' lhe moal loyal lown
of it< ->." in all the South. Here Oeneral John H.

.¦ ler, fell plerced by
of tho 1 Tenne see aoldlery. Ore.

vin,- U aevei Bvi eaat oi KnozvlUe and flfty-
mlle we t of Brl >1, nn t1 - Baal Tennai

Vlrglnla and Oeorgla Rallway llne. It conlalm
2.000 Inlintiltnnt* Bnd haa ln the Inat live yean had a

IW, nut-tantlal growth lhan any lown on lhe
]-.;,-i ¦;, ... ... Vlrglnla and Oeorgla RaUroad llne,
.\ more healthy locallty conld nol be fonnd In the
Cnlted -'¦:''.¦ Inn. In lummer la perfectly

Iful, while Ihe \. t'i- are olanya modertUc.
ii... ult! wnni-oul vetcren eould not find a home any-
v.,1-,- i-i ;!. ii.-il -;:i'.. Wfce_ I.o |ieOple WOUld
pivo hlm n >n itllnl weli. me, nor wnere hey would
,:,i more ... evcnlne "f 1,1- life plea ani nnd

11¦ i>'.. Wby -!..-ill we nr.t have one nf lhe .. greal
Natlonal bcnevcilenl InstltuUons ln thia Bwltterlnnd ol
.Xrrr- rli .1 >,'. H.

.1 ,: -'.j --0, T"riti. .Ttm. 20, 1 ._

A DOUBT AIH.IT BAR-ABAB.
To the Edltor Ol The Tribune.

-lr: in yonr Issne -Janoary l 18_3, "Inlere-led,"
toward Ihe rloae of bia arttele replylng t.. "Inquirer."

quntaUon: "Three ol
I.run.r. and ll"iiri;"i (Harma >- -:i:-.¦ Dl¦¦¦
!!.!..! in il,* New Ti'tnii; nt.'' i' *.- mid be .>f greal
valne lf tbe wrtler wi ul: detinll tlie rvlden<-e e tabllsh
Ing <!." ''"iirltx- 1. twe n "i" Ap evl »llr
Father, snd Barnaban of Ihe New Toatamenl frl *l
nf Paul l .1 .!. \v of II s Ull e i.f Levl. The gei|

mch Identlty eils! tb ml
....

,_
....

I- .¦ i
1- Irl Bb "lt

11 | |; ,>¦"!*.¦'.
... ouM hare wrltten -u. h a d n

in. i.t. .' i- r. ;.

.: of Jen ilem, and musl Iherefore have
l. "n ..¦ rjucntly to the year 70 A. D.,
aa Bai . ¦

',.'. A. l> '

paul I: 04 A. J>. lf - I. t. if-t.-i" r ri pn.
al evldei re t . the conl

ii enl on A In 11- qnoh . ik.
t lt. DENT.

Wasl' 1., I-1'-'.

WHY -OBAOCO 18 PUT IN SMALL PACKACE8.
r the Ed Itor of T he T rlbune .

Mr: '.\'iii you do the ftivor t > anawer ln yonr i .;
¦¦..:.. old ln bnlk l la th. i'¬

.i laa to b pul up In pae!
v .-.,'i!*-' ona po '. '¦¦¦ hl. h l- i-i exp tue to be

|,.ij,| .r.'i- r ls lt i for 1
ii. ii ifm tui ti I . keep am b a law '

one '..

lS-ctlon 3,362, Unlted State*, Revlsed st.it utes,
providea thaa " All manufactured tobaec. e-1..-il 1 be
put ii]i and prepared by the manufacturet for
uie, or !. ni'.v.ii f'.r .1" er coaautnption, in pack*
agea ol tlie followlng .le«-^iiption, and ln no other
ni.tnif-r: All enufl in paekagea eontainiog i":e,

tw,, i'..;tr, ix, eight and alxteen ouncea, or ln
bladd-rs and io ihre oontalnlng not exeeeding
tvxeuty pounde. All unoking-tobacco, and all eul
ati'l granulate tol acoo, other than flne-c rt obew-

all ahorta, tbe rcfuae of litn'-.-nt ehev
l ai j.,--.' through a riddle of ihlrl

. to ihe aquare lnch, and all refoae i ri pa,
clippii and awcepinga ol tobaccol In pacl
containing two, four, elght and aixh
eaeh."
The pnwice of thia laxv w;. not proCUKd hj

tlo manufactureTa, nor i.- ll eapecUill*/ ln their
Intereat. I' wm p -s-cl for the purpoae "f faclll-

the work ol V**- Internal Revenue Depart*
*¦'¦'.__^__

R] __> | .;. -...r; 5ILVEB AND BAVIIW - BANBR.
X i tho Ed il 1 h .¦ T .' '¦ ir

I ),;i\,- :. :; .!.¦'¦

I proteel hei old nge
,,.t and ..'si''"'i me to depoaII lt for her i'i a

Ai dl | r_ i ."iii'i nol ii'ip .!

,. Democratl. party, a n pi mted In C
...

ivo -72 !"n* ;. Ing power by
her, they enrry ou! thell h m< of free Hiver;

,., ', ,, ,.,:,; tl ll the .' -rvir. j*4 ol ''-. worl
,rd cf value now, and the ttandnrd

,,.-,... ||, Bj| |aw I'.. contrary
bc -nrth Kii -"ii. nr

Iver i". -n"- il"' atand ird.
Ui. .,*.!. ¦ .,, rob my

,..¦ ,:. every tKki
|| ¦, ./..-!' P P''

'.¦'.. '¦".'

.. ,.,;,, .- do nol a-cep thal party
,t ot exl .rhl ¦' !. '. r."-' i':"i"

... ihcli 4i In ind Uie pro
Ihey Imve mado for th' r Inmlllea after d»*ath. by

,:v'v,v^y\ui:r-
>'exx--Vork, January 21, 1 -'.

BANEFUL BFFECT- OF BNOW AM. iALT.
¦I-,, he r.'i " iM he Ti Ibune.

Tbere I no more certnln breeder <A li "

tall and inow mlxed on ald.
:r,, r: .,- ,;i the nttenUon ol the pollee

,,, thl. i>.>. ..>' '. '" "". '¦*'* that thj» n "f
li pal law, '.. I

i rh, Ji -". i-'."-'.
? ..

BEMINDED OF ANOTHEB BTORY.
T ., t ii " Ed Itor '¦ f The Tribune.

Yonr nnl ol the Gjpaj v ,n, »¦¦ .mn

__ me of the "Vermln Ex*
lor" advertlacd many yean ago. One enl

rote:
Lr. Bb . .,

n- ,.- sir: Pleaae *end me i gro of your vermln
eztermli ntor. The laal d un n bottk- \';'. senl me I

., ky llttle i.>, nnd it innde hlm
i think one groaa more xxiil kll] hlm. >.'...

t iJ. ( K.
J. n. Sl, lf__.

THE PROSPECT OF WAB.
T o t h" l.d Itor " f r h <. Tribune.

worda >,r your Tueaday'a edltl m -¦

de. ,t"iix. i im t >ne trouble aboul
., ||_ ,;. inalaneea do the l.Pla who hi ve ...

,.f ,i have any Idea whal it al oni
i- nii over." ii" 'ii t; e dreadful eond t. ¦¦:

aintry nfter Ihe Bevolutlon.no money, agrl
,'iikI mannfaetur negleeted, property deal
| without meai ol compenaatlng Um eal

l_i * ,-. ,- ; ,. ti, i.- bi ive ien Icea. Of co e 11
.I,- re.nl! wonld nol pr vr litte thnl

ilu lon, atill, I" ty w iid bc very
ihii, li ii,'],- ,|, 'i We ouplil to emploj mlghty, profiaind

(ore war, nnd itrcnu usly
I'i- iune, peaee!

- | .ng, Jan. io, l-W. UMUB ii. smith.

SrGOESTING A DOLLAB OF PCRE 8ILVEE.
th. Edltor ol rhe I 1_nne

Klr: I wl« ¦ n of the allver qix ¦.

i...| i iaa a I rtilng the eolnage "i a

pqre - Iv. .- t .Bar, welghlng one ounee, aad aubaldiarj
poi '. 'i iii- "ill give ii :m I. meal

*, .. t peopla xwii i,e wllllng to u-« and t*.
ri i whleb Iha banki can aately boM i, ,i baala

,i rulaUon. Why i.i wa earry nbonl ln onr
¦i, |. ten per renl of N_ or ropperl Kncb a dollar
will hoid n- i>i;i"' by tl." Ude of gold, and free roinage

pi. AS «»LD BANKEll,
Noi th Oeorgla, Jan. _», 1896.

IIKKBING'S COPENIIAdKN OHBUtt COKDIAL.

T.'.e most dellcloua uud atimul-tlnt lev*5__e.

HAPPY INSURANCE MEN

Prosperity their Position.
Annual WeetltaR ol Ike .^IiitniBl Ki>-

v-iit rnml Life 4«»sori:ilM»ii.

EXCttUBAGIXG RBPOBTB FBOM U.I. BBPABT.
MBMTS»GLAD TIIHM.* FBOM FGBBlGh
I.AMI* llll..: IDBBBMEU I.\TIII>I-

ABTII *l.I.Y BBI l.ivr.n MMI
BP Tlio--i: PBE9EBT.

The aaaaal maettng ol tbe Mutaal Beaerve Fund
11'- Aaao Ial 'ii wai held yeaterday aflernoon in the

ol tbfl eompaay on tha lh rd I .oi ol the P
i ni,ii, g in thia Ity. 11, -- yi '-' :"'

la be funiona of fODow mwheM in tbe bnlldlns
up of an InaUtatlon whleb dnring n BtUe mon I

e haa developed largel] ln pubUi
iniei.t. h well .1* Inflneaee Ij. Inaui Tbe
u ,.-. 1, broughl tocetbar ra] m1 iUre« ol I

-. ...-.¦ r Uie I'nited Btat.
and Canada BBd aable meaeagea were 1.Ived durlng
. ,. day by P denl Bdwa d B. II« per irom London,

1. i.i-i-, Fraaee; irom saaden.ltaly iad otber
European ountrtoa. u * m ai eneof mui h antn

m»ii aa embled and greeted each otber. There
-.-. re '.-; ii mgratulal on« over Uie prevlou i-

roe] -i '. ol r e 0 mp ..-. bul thei
aam during nnd at the tlom ot l*re«ldenl

ii.,-i.i-'-. addreaa, wbleh wai 1: lened lo IntenUy from
Ing t<> Bnd throughool Ibe Ofty llve mlnut. 11

qulred for readlng lt.
II waa a eoadenaed namttve tn whleh wai 1

in an IntereatlBf ai d attraeUve Brm Um m h ovemeBte
ol tba aaeoclatioa. Btaty dow aad Uw, ai lome

nu,-x|ie, !*<i array of Dgurea demonitrated leuult*

cupecially gratlfylni 10 thoae .preaent, wbo hnd aldcd
elr own labon ta brlagtag tbam aboat, there wa

bearty applan -. rbew waa marked appreclaUon '.:

lhe cobi lu-ioi.- reaehed hv A. l- Caiay, Oommtefloner
of Insoiance tor North Dakota, aad ol the department
actuary wbo bad made tbe reo .1 dsamlnatton. Tbare
wna applause abo wben ProaWi nl Karper aUaded lo the

rofwplratora wbo are ever attemptlag to vlrtlmlafl life

Insnranee tamjw lea, and toM bow tbe efl irta ol U li
hand bad repentedly been rollcd Uirough tl.'

fulnww ol the munagen "f Um b *oclatloa. At a

whole, tba proBtdanVa report waa prononnced by tbo*
who beard H ai an BdmlrnUfl docuroent; ond ln
ih. lalervali and at the eloae of Um n.Ung he
Kodi-ad mueb pral t, nol only toi n- lexl oi thfl

addreai. bul f-r Ibe rellerUoB wjdi h II invi red the

worklng of tlio i!i.-iituti,,n.
¦],,, reporU Ol thfl other offleera wera eqmUly

tl, s, Tbal ' Heary 9 Brtnumi ¦'¦, ** ond-rtee
presldent, contalned groupa ol Bgurea rompartng Bm

'pcrnllona ol Ihe Mataal Reaerv*, Fond with Uiobo

oi Um ""i.i Hne" Bompaale aad demoBBtraUBg wherdn

-aI-i.,1 tnrrcaeed ndrantage to tt. ln«ared aader Uie

b.wci rotea ol tbe Btw plan, m ojn.l to the I .

tnt, - ,,. Uie old mataal lyatem of hlgh ratei at origlnal
,-iitrv. .-.,,,ni;,.',i,i",'. bj proml -.1 dlvldflBdi

Unoag those preaenl were Warren Kennedy, will

lan, ui'.,,., D. ).- Cameron, W. 9. McMurtry, Ur.

MrHdrun, ll. B. Bmallprrn. and llorace Thorne ai.d

john M.i.:,-.. oi Toronto. ( "¦ '¦¦ .*" "

Canada; W. C. Page and 9, V
Ualtimore: B. P. *. 1,';r'' "'

»n. Peorta, 111.; F. W. Dei.1. Raelne, wi- I O.

I.udwlg and W. w- Uarper, Erte. Penn.; J. P. -

Oeneral Itaac ll. Bbleld B. U F rd and B. W.
. ,. .; WlUiam A. !!',:."

,-.. D'Arey, ol Boaton; *.¦ ». '.'.

Dei.; ll- A Slrhoff.Carl le. HL; H A.
,, M-mlMt ol Pnrttament, Port Itape, «mlarl -. 0 H.

,......' n nl '- Onttrto; r. 11

, irto; 9. 9. Hi
dl l-.-.ul; Charlei Harper. lieorge 111
II. Harper. BHtlpond. Md.; IV. I. BelUer. hedalla,
>.,,.; r.rg« M. KeUogg, li «* rtlle, K. '¦ II.
i; ., inion, "¦ iba: W. C. Jones, St. Utul*. C K.

,, hrberg. " -eni ¦'.*<. Kv.: WUIlam Hagar,
\S 1 a. «' WaU, Oo ben. K. Y.: 9. II
i: .. N. Y.: <;. Z. Miller. Ehglewood, K. J 9. l

>n, Delfait, Ireland ; T. 9. LaUiam, Mr:

B. K. Kewl '- '.

sing, K. x .1 >ha i
.. ., \, 11. ¦. l Hiirry A,
"...,! de, I I Dr. C B. Prtre, B, Ar

irth .' P. - ¦!'. Eaaton, Penn.; Ji;
Yonkera, K. Y.

Tlie citv of BrooUyn wai r preaentad
I,--- -, Huggti -. i'.. M" bamberlaln,
Dr. D. M. CaMwell, LobIb Bmllh, .' H llyali

-.- lan lark. Bej
from Mew-Tork were David Murray, Edward
M. L. Eblera, J. B. Bpaaldlng, <.. W. Bb,
E. K. Tayl t, Charlea A, Ford, A.

man, Hugh Kofte, W. k. Haurd, Jami r

Walker, 9, W. li.au, \v. D. VlllUan A tna
Bi hmld, kties C. Boland, <.rge B.

F. iv. i-.i Bo ire,
J ihu Hagge '.. .1 M. frap n. A. ¦. IVrry, '¦'¦ \

ll igan, i t MoeUer, O. E. 1 ¦

h j :. .: -;. \. Leavltt, A. 1
k 11. Co .;» r. J. II. Wh

\v. ii. BeMw 11 l' '¦'¦'¦ ii '' H
lleatley, W. i>. iiort'-:,, '- rge v Ayan, 9. w 'i

¦end, I-. D. Mowry, h. M. brown, T. F. B^dwln, i"

Leeda, \v. C. Walleee, E. C. 1.r, F, W. Day, 1".. .\
.. -.-. [ra i'"--'-., W - u 'i *"*' "'

Mr. Jonefl r> pre led " A ' \

I nllon Ing Preaident II
._. i. ,<l The traaaurer, .toim w. \

-v. F. T. Braman J, D. Wi Ua, 1
,i..,.t; c. B. Bl ^i. bali m 11 Inri Imcnt
,, li. Baldwln, chalrman Death-I C

,-r v I-. iwdan, r.r Pln );.-
<v.K.Moll ..foi

¦¦ igenl r. i>. .1 - .¦ ,.--; ,1 J unei T.
ireaanrer, In B. Kplen,

-t-i-:,.¦:, II, I'. ng, dire.'loi1 1 , I
.v. AhDtom, dlreclo ,.¦ -t.--i ,1 .- indlnavian dep>u-tment;
('<.:,,( 11. L- . mai I 1' ,'.

lt wai 1 -'¦' o'eloek when Ifealdent llarpei bi a tn
raad li- iii:-' -. lle prrfared hl ofll Ial remaii bj
few word nl greetlng. " Tl Bt, I

'¦ ift.ppi :, ,.-.. -¦ .1 _'.- ,,'. .' d, ¦¦ 1'-. they

opportunity for bi to roeel tne* Ut faee .ir.i gi p each
othfl by ''' li ind, We an nbl to do 1 ner, II

,11Id."
'i be ), :¦ ¦'.,!'.¦ Ihen re,-! tbe n tl e ol tba rall

| tl meetli and Mr, Harper i,!,.'e"J,-d wiiii
the i- dl ..- of h report 1 foll iwi

A MASTERFUL REVIEW.
TIIK FI.K.Vr.NTII WM"II. BBPttBT nV i'iir.«i-
BBMT liliWAltli 11. IIABPBB lon THB lllll

kmiim; mii nm lt 11. INB1.
To the Offleera, Dlreel 11 ., d Membera ol tbe Mutaal

Be erve Fund Life A -,. latlon.
'.-,,i;-,,,-i, Tbe v.urii ,,t a,,,.iii<» year 1- eom

pleied; ihe reaulli ,,f our labor for lhe Brat year ol
11,.,..| ,:-. -1- in <,,,! i,,-i..11 :u- before roa; onr
o eoatalnlng the reaalta "f lhe i" I elai tn year

ol work are rloaed, and me enler upon Ihe lecond year
,,f ihf. ateond deeade ol our hlatory nnder eren more
lavorable auirplm than have wei before exlated, The

-. eon lant, never cea Ing mnrch ol thla A loetadon
Irom aueccai t.> tucee* -.. from vl< v*ry lo rb toi 1 -

l-l,,-. >-v-ii it- iinxt enlbuBlBBUe fHend while h- ene
\n\"> beboM lt- trlnt'ii'li- with emaiemenl nud leem
parnlyaed \"lth it-- progreai.

1. .. natural premlum lyalem <>t Ute in'nr.-,¦
exempllfled bg tbia A lodatli n, .f whlrh II the an
II .r. ,,...,oaior and practiral eapoaeat, haa f...r tbe
I-, .-i.-vi-ii y^an beea teated ¦ by Irr, and li hai not
aaa tound wanUng ln all) parttealar.

AS8ETS.
We bave in, rea ed ir itobi aaaett dnrli 1 U
''i from -'. ,',i7-.i.i k, §4.340,203.00, belng an

" for Uie y,.:.r withln n fracUon oi !,:iif n

million -I illai
ni.-i.r.vi: mii;,.r.v y Ofl rnri.r- i inp.
our Beaerve Bmergenry or Surplaa Fund hai been

li .i durtag Ibe year i-',i from 92,112.11
1.. 1-.....¦--,,...'. ,-, 1,. ,,..,... f ,r ibe year ol
'..:!'. 11. "liii- amounl wtll be UU further ,.. i,.,-t
i.v Um Bpp -in-.. meni ol tbe Deei mlhly
Cail, wbh ii 1- noi ln ided 1-, tiu- rr.p.11.

i.\"l i'.i - r BJ CEIPTS
onr Inter i< racelpti for Uie \c:ir bave been ilS-1,-

nm;.(',1. As thla amounl 1.,. been reellxed from ln
ve UnenU n :,n apon lhe or« paym titt "f tha mem-
bei and largel) contributed _, ihoaa arho have been
member. ol (Bo Aaaociation f ,1 many reora, II

ed tbal t', tin- exicnl the A 0, lation
,.-iv.-(i I-,) i-i:,-, ,1 paymeni from ita old membera wllh-
ont Inrreaalng ihelr rate above tl," :,-'. ol entry,
ti,i- amounl added lo lhe Increii ¦-i r.pt« from tbe
iu monthly Mortaarj bUi reallied from new mtm
ben, amounUng lo more iban H85.000, lum mate
rlally aaalated ln the paymeni ol Uw eatraordlnory
leath cinim- ,an'«-a Uiroagh tbe eiee«a|Te mortalit]
experleneed by tba AaaoclaUoi b] reaaan of MLa
Orlppe," which hm ;iinin«t H'^uraiVI nn epMcmle f,,rin
In very m.'inv leetloai of (,nr eoBBtrf, :hi<1 utts thm
enablcd tke A'-,'.,cinUo:, tu melniuin Its ralcs u= JictC-

ti fore ..t the age of entry ,-in,i yel pr*ympBp pavine ita
death ci.ii.ns in full uaaally loog befara the ia
(i ie.

-IT., IAI, S'CT FtlJCD.
Aa prov ded bj the . total of uenerol laaac ll.

Bhl"lds, of PhUadelpMa, and ti anlmoualyad ptedat!
ai .,,..,! meetl . held January **-'¦'¦ ***" *P -1

., reaaed within th.
._¦ -100,000, wl ;i amounl

: 11 -¦ roni our

:.. t detalled *.- mei ol «i« !i l!"l"-* U » IU be
in tl .¦ Audll r'l 1: ",. tti, r-ii-,-|i",

il F.mergoncj Fund, 1 provlded In r_ d reiol Uon.la to

dalms after an aaaetam. nl aaa been mada wlthoul
I romi .Bed to wall f the paym. M >rtu

ary CaUa bj tlie ambera, and tho |
of the a 1 li "' lhe -!" -v.

P_nd *.. .'

1 . | . irci 1 '. n.

IXVE8TKO AS-T-1
. v ;. ,,,1-t, :¦: itatna. ol w_

ba jire-^ut-i to .i..:. member ol lhe ¦'.¦*.*

000 ave been Inrea '' " ;.* ' ten
murtg-fa, being ¦ Bral Ben apon Impi t* A\

-. ¦_ aa ng tbe aroo al of
beM by theAi BS.i9X.000, 4

.- .11, lnt<. .- Incame I the
r100,000 ii *.'.¦,. ¦' '<,f *

*. dal wben eaeh loan waa nade; the
1.rd 1, .,:, m wbleh II la r*. orded 1 tl
1 ... amounl ol the prlnrtp nnpald: th. rateot Intei il
the vnlneof tlie Innd mortgngt-d .''" ralue f Uie bu *_-

lr 1 Um amounl 1. li mu. n. 4 h< Id I
lhe i.i '.. nnd the

exacl local on <*f lhe properl li Instuneela 1
-,,. tlmt tvery member ..: the Aa Intlon ma] perao
examine or cau .¦ to be ea '¦ vr
.¦irv upon wbleh tlie money of the Assoclatl

;'.... and t:,.-i ¦¦¦ wiTI he nbled to judge (or hlm
ell ai to Un ecurily and tore ten

ol tbe Aaaoclatl .n In niiiklnK aald iox' itnu
ii :, .. _._,, t wor! '. '' ¦¦ Mulu Beaerva

I'ni'il l lf Au ¦. l.-.ti ri i- tl..* onlj life ln rn m p
..;.,. imUur Ini nnution to II iflembei -.

The eare wlth whiC- loan are made bj tba Aeaoelatlon
;- nl-, nt ,: ,,,"-'<!..;¦..ti-"i.

in.* Central Tm ompnny "f N'ew-Yortr 1- tl'" <t"

pordtory of ti,,- Ri .:... 1 ind which 1- repreaented by
loana. Uon. Mlrhael I'oleman, by mutnal
,t the lx.,. organluitloua, w\, waa the former
Dl of tbe floard of Taa roroml. _nr. and Uie

,-i,lnl Appralser ol the Inaurance Departmenl ol the
Btate nl cw Vork, lr,.- been and li tbe apprnlaer ol all
Bppkcatlona for loans, and no loan can be made wii
.¦it iii* approvnl; ln nddltlon Uiereto, three mi
,', t_,« lloard ol I>ir r ira of tho Mutnal Beeorvo Fund
Ufe Ai latlon are obllged to In.pect tiie pr pertj

.iu i« made, Bnd rtlfy l.i wrlli 1
the II ard of 1 Mr.-. rora that I
and t.'i.* amounl t,. be Ionn»*d doea nol ei eed two
IMrd II ¦¦ ral of t pi ¦: rtj. lf tbe lioard of Di-
rectora appi .ve **l aald lonn, the lan .. li t

tnitt'.i to t)i" prceldenl ..f Uie Central Ti
who mmt al .; ol II.l

ute.
The bond ind mortgage 1- taken ln the name t'

I I'- 1 Ife \ ¦ If the tlUc
. f md irreel by Uk imi *el of the A tlon tlie

le, hut the ' '

ntral Truat loi 1
.

nt) m la al .! it. Iv r

.. rt vi rt 1

-|.. ¦*-.: itt. '

peri -1 of IJ ' . '

illnr \.-\ . r either the |

lon. '

ever

I I dn t be a ade l jr any

|2»l 4 1. v. . vr,«

net ti for the yeai of

We have d II ¦..,...

.....

.

.1 yeai' r more Uian

and
M xv RUSIM1 ,-

During Iba year 1801
for membenblp totheam int of 330,010,01

tten (44,31
Ann m| rej*c!

;:....-,-
baa I-" wlthoul ir*

parl ol tha managi ment, and
. bul thal the yeai l__ wUl produra equa

B-811 !" V.
rheIi er 81, Ihal, .

.Sl5.807,1110, .¦!. :. on Deeember 31, l K>, II wai
to -.. ' -n;.

for 1 -'¦.ver 1889 113,64 1
1 over 1 | waa 01- 133,050, a

. tory Inereaae In an onnl of ip
* I,-,- from \ear lo y

PftO-Rl *-'; 0- THI, x --. Cl »*_* '.'.
Inain BBC ¦ < ah 1111,1 l..

\ l-iir l.i Inr ". » "4(1 ..."'..

| -S| . $.,......._ -Ii.l.'l**.t
i«*>s* .:t.. 1 .<i.. ..11 .',0.111.-1:1

I**.*..! . ... ui.ri-v.-iiio IM.. in .' l
1 .si .. **- ll'.i'on 330,973 0.1
l*.*.-. .1 i.:t .V t.'.io iit'..«*.;¦. 11

1--.0.ma i7-,.',ti <iv.i,-i|i! iu
l*.*.?.1 .*!-,..vi.taa i,i7.'.iirii it

i..sHi*» 011 .. >-,u I.9.1.1.7M Ml
|ss'l .I -1 ..t--*->. -IMl -.'.I I ...",-.. Oli

l*-'IO .l«»_II.U. I 10 .0:10.1? *. OO
|s?»i. ..£] ,,-.. iT.'H 1 3,3*44,4-*r 03

Reaerve ..r H. ¦¦¦ I.
\ rlir. liliin rn » I ili'il. (Irlilna Paid
l*a*-l .

i«»vi. si 1 ,«ion 0-, 4.11.1,0 on
l*.*-;i . ii.JiiJiiii :.':t. .0? . 00

I--I. -_. 1.1 to ii.. s 1,-,..-, 7,-, uo
i»«s.-, . 4M.a 11 m i._ 14..-000
l***.|i . S.-,li.*VU lli '.'.Mll.l'lll Illl

I -7.I.IO'l.O'H i7 1.1 **» *.o? 1 1
i-.s>.1,7*10.07*. 10 ».*#. 1.10:1 43

l*>vi.*.to 1 .-,110 :i.-, 7.0110.1 11 7 1
I 10 . .77 ..s'i .,11 <l,7 ia.03'J ?ti
l .01.3,133,-tlo 01 l.*.0.17.oil 30

ompari;o*-.
The ronij.lirl-on f UM l- llttl of tll

yean ontatdn and beyond tba three greal life ln
11 ra ,* ..n;|, ;¦,:¦ - in Amerlea the E»|iillable, Mutmil

and New Vork Llfi wlth thal ol other lli" lti.
i,,iii|i 1.- ..l.-r.'i n','1 .x,.|i with l!" .¦ ihi",:
,. || t ie thal lhe amn ini ol 11 .lu
r - ii(,:; ihe onka "i tl ¦¦ -iitual Itoi -rve i'im,!
llf.- a.lallon ... lhe explrntl.ni of Iho eleventli

v,,-..'. he I-.'.-1 liua| for iii" name p-ri 1
..f itr.f theae three greal Ufe ln nram-e .-omjtuiil.---.:

..t.
... .,,¦. i- evldenee ,,f tbe care di pinyed ln Uie

.i 1,11 ml, ra, Ui '" ntimy eien ..! lu ll .'

r.i\ iitr.-red
-,,; u prol Uon ot H .ntrtii the (ulln ..

,,ni|,:i. ,1 from th" >'¦ .rn rcpor 1 i" Um lr, nruiK ..

|ii*|ii. liueiil " :il pi¦"¦." mo 'in 11,11

upvn 11. In,|,...ii im.Im.- in lhe adniliil li ri-,n of
tl ,. alTii ol Ihl aa - lU >n, nnd mpci

iii nttenfl.in l- call' lo the hv t thnl Uic-e
..nipiii i-,.n 11ro rn "l" *¦¦ W' tha 11.i'.

ui .1 i; -.i.t \ 1. ,11 ini| 11 l< In ii"* worlu,
BAT10S '.'Ml'll.ll' FROM UFFICIAI. IIEI-HTH.

I-.,' .,

M ..,: u- i'\, ii *

'¦¦,,.,
II -, ri 11 111 l..

ri-rai leaahma T< '.. ."
Mutnal lt.¦-¦".<. 1-" '¦" " 1* *

.t.i., .-'" a
1-.1 1:1, 11*1

ll.io 11 .. ¦'. .

.i..:.,... it- .¦'i ''.

I Xlrll.I 11 S. t

jl,- gi || iMlllle i." ludli dividend, appor*
llonmenl oul Ini '*A*-- and d< ath ilm approved ai .!

unappmved, and al n Inrludlng aa llablllty r*_70,072,
Ihi ni i iln.- ..: all ['"ll. le in fon

.... :n |aoi, x>.! I- li llablllty l voluntnrll]
!,v ih'. ... im Inllon r'l'ii nol onlrod by the

,,. luirtmi nt, oui total lial lutii are but
31.4-3,7. 0.

0 ri'xr.i-.'N' "!' _>ST OF IX lt*XI
wm, ibe '.., ol llu mortu nv eall ine

,¦ iarj i ,., n i.iiin!,-.!¦ oi our n mben compleb .1

, lod ol len x. ai Inaurance wlth u

ri,,- followlng lable wlll ahow boa unall n nm tiio
.xi;,1 ,,, R, irve . ..ll", Led during Inal **>".¦ inr 1 polley

00 al tli- glven umparad x\itd tii0
rnte ru.-, .1 nnder lli. ola j '¦ m.

,, i..,,. ind.. iin> (our morluary eall ai d
duen:

Maklag 1 lolal aavlna lo our membe. by r-1urtlon
.f premutmi ,.r more than thirty ".im tna .,f dollara,

LAP-IVO.
Tlie iiumUr and m^dc of teruiinatlot- of niembet-.Iilj>

,. tka Mataal R.rva nnd UB ktmeikBotj tor thfl

puM twelve montha harmooltea vlth the ei
,r-:,.:s oM lyatem .mpanlei ol

-.-Iv m .:-:..--I '" .-:'., **.
i; ,-,, ther ,n-- iy*will bea

' .""ntngeol iu- illlfail lu couUnu
" ,"

:' "XTbc
d rhls ls lllustrnted 1} th" ra t \*** ****:
VI
the end of bul M3..i»i:<|." ;
.-. .: ii «n :

nl nn amount ei|iial to mare Ihaa n*»
:.:, f,,: the

.-..n-r than ln por (-nt

-:-.-,- my I
I

I an unmlxcd evil i ,r il- .--<. uldni m

,.-
' --I tl.mpai tli« '.-

f Un
istaul ¦¦"

'::." l'l'> "'

my foi Ol llflj J'C "- "I
;.¦> ol ibe ii

tbo ;¦. tul New York Life li -

,: o| cxlatenre waa 60 i-i - I
,,. r than nlliy <>I ihe -.,

yeai ol II
IAL F.XAMIXAT1

iu| _,:- :: -. - ,i,.i :.iti"ii- mo la by
idlton oi the a .(iatlon durli ', the pa iwel

,- ii j been furniahed to
,,.,. tnemben with thelr bt-mouthly Mortuurj Call
,-., .,i-.-i.,i ii, liclris ,. to i-i- rl t, :,i 11

r ol i -l Hon. A. I. rc< ,mml
ratice ,,f (bc -::,.". of North Dakotu, ai '.'

Uon. WiUium <¦. Haviltit, Acluarj >,i Ihat deparb-
;, ¦! l| >! - ,,,-,.,- ol .. A n Iatlon uud

,1 me l'n ,1, ,-r U.elr iniei tlon to pr
.-.,,:¦ t!.- nilhln ,,f the *4

i;- -.\,- I ;il,,l Llll A --... :..ll"i Iielng rloUlcl Wtth
- a ij-.ii -,i.- .i al

Ihelr ,n ;,',-:il nnd tht- -,dn ol the i 'ion ,i pnn-
,-t i,, i.iicii ,.i'i-, -. After n

itlon .,f nll Um vii' .:. deimrim mt*
lm ludl : tho Dcuth iiiin. In-

i,--in,-.,i nnd Medlral Depnrtmenta, nnd upon lhe
,,.:¦,|,l-i,-,-, ,-f Ihelr work, lln-y handed t,, lhe Prenldenl
.md ,,iii,-,i- of the A. . report ,,t the r

Imlbir :<> il
hav.- ,' ,¦'. :. m thr ni.'iiiv ,,ilr i- lu uran - deparl
m<-nt-, fully ImSnrflea the Integrtiy of ihe n;.,',-¦
moiiti ii"' prompt paymeni oi Ita denth rlnlnn, Iha

.' in evcrj « ,* :- eom-
':irv to all w, th. dep.-u tm f .

A--,, itlon. l tiiko pleo nre In l'n -"i ra-

BETOBT OF OFFICIAL FJCAMINATION HY T;iF.
HON. A. 1. aiii.v. MM1SSI0NER

OF INSI R \.'-' 11.
Iluuram e Departme it, North Dakota,

Now-York, JulJ l 1. I'^l.
Mr. E. r:. Harper, Preaident Mutual R. erve Fund I.Ife

\ ,. .- ,.

Blr: A the Inmrunce fommlasloner of the state of
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